
Ladybug Glider
Materials
Ladybug body and wings templates  
(It’s best to print the  templates on cardstock or heavy paper)
Markers or crayons 
Scissors  
Paperclips
Tape or Glue    

1. Color the ladybug templates. One of your wings has spots already. Ladybugs have the same 
number of spots on both wings. Can you add them to the other one?
2. Cut out the templates.
3. Glue or tape the wings to the body.
4. Add some paperclips to the ladybug so it has enough weight to glide.
5. Hold up the ladybug glider as high as you can and let go!

What to Try:

What are Ladybugs?
Ladybugs are a type of insect. All insects have the similar body parts.
Can you find them all on the insect below?

Three body parts:
Head - look for the eyes and antenna 
Thorax - the middle segment of the body where the 
wings and legs connect
Abdomen - the bottom part of the body. 

Six Legs:
Can you count all six?

Wings:
Some insects don’t 
have any.
Ladybugs have 2 pairs 
of wings - 1 for flying 
and 1 that is their shell.
How many does this fly have?

You’ve just made a glider. That means that is soars on the air without any moving parts! 

You may have seen ladybugs flying around, but did you know that they also glide? 
Ladybugs migrate, or travel, to the mountains every winter to hibernate. When ladybugs fly they 
open their outer wings, or shell, so that they can use their flying wings. But the higher they fly 
into the air, the colder it gets. When it gets too cold for them to move, they keep their shell open 
and glide down until the temperature is warm enough that they can move their wings again. 

Once they reach the mountains, they gather in large groups to sleep for the winter. You might 
also see them sleeping in the cracks of your house.

What’s Going On?

We use paperclips to 
add weight to the 
glider. Do you think 
it works better to 
put them on the 
front or the back of 
the ladybug?



Body Template
Color and cut out

Glue or tape the wings 
to the body

Add paperclips to the 
head so the ladybug 
has enough weight to 
glide!
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Wings Template
Color and cut out

This one has spots already. 
Can you add the spots to the 
other wing? 
Remember, ladybugs have 
the same number of spots
on both wings.
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